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More designees speak out about the family
business in the Big Apple.

CHANGING

GUARD

By Claire Wilson ¢ Photography by Michael Falco

ART & ANTIQUES



“Oh, you mean when did the brainwashing start? Is that what you want to

know?” The faux bewilderment is transparent and the sarcasm catches in

Howard Rehs’ throat. The idea that his father, Joseph, brainwashed him

HOWARD REHS, 4.2 into coming on board at New

Rehs Galleries (facing)

JUNE 2002

York’s Rehs Galleries, dealers
in 19th-century French and
British Academic paintings, or even suggested
it, ever, is absurd. Howard, who is 42 and pres-
ident of the California-based Fine Art Dealers
Association, says he started in the packing room
at age 13 strictly of his own volition and never
looked back. “I love it all: buying, selling, deal-
ing with clients, doing research,” he says. “My
mind is always on art.”

Howard is one of another group of young,
New York City-based dealers in art, silver,

jewel[y, E‘rames a.[ld furni-
ture like those profiled in
Art € Antigues’ January
2002 issue, who are happily working in the fam-
ily business. Each is poised to take over the var-
ious companies when and if their parents decide
to step aside. Until then, this avid bunch works
beside the older generation with an enthusiasm
that doesn't just serve their own galleries well,
but an entire industry.

Their ages range from the 20s to 405, and
their personal styles run the gamut from extra-
ordinarily outgoing to extremely reserved. One
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